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MISSOULA—
Montana’s linebacking department combines experience, youth and plenty of talent, Coach 
Jack Swarthout said Tuesday.
"We lost some good players from last year’s squad, but have veterans to provide the 
leadership we need in that department,” Swarthout said.
Gone from the 1970 squad are Tim Gallagher, who earned a tryout with the Dallas Cow­
boys, John Waxham and Bill Hickerson. Gallagher and Waxhams were starters.
Leading the returning vets is two year starter Bill Sterns. Sterns played the right 
outside linebacker for Montana in 1969 and 1970 and is a senior this year. Sterns is 6-0 
and 225 lbs. and hails from Stevenson, Wash.
Prime contender for Gallagher's vacated left linebacking post is another Kalispell 
product, Terry Pugh. He is a junior and was a strong backup last .season at both outside 
posts. Pugh is 6-0 and 210 lbs.
Fighting Pugh and Sterns to start is veteran Bruce Spencer. Spencer, a 6-1 and 215 
lb. senior from Hoquiam, Wash., also was an excellent backup last season and showed well 
in spring drills.
Also battling to start at an outside post is 6-3 and 225 lbs. sophomore Curt Donner 
from Spokane. He had a fine spring and has all the tools to be a great linebacker. Donner 
needs experience.
In the middle it is a two-way battle between sophomores Dennis Doyle and Jerry Cooley. 
Doyle is 5-11 and 215 lbs. and is from Edina, Minn., and Cooley is 6-0 and 215 lbs. and 
hails from Anacortes, Wash. Cooley ran a 4.7 in the 40-yard dash this fall.
For the future, Montana has excellent freshman talent in Ron Rosenburg, 6-3 and 220 
lbs. from Whitefish; Tony Barrera, 6-1 and 200 lbs. from Laredo, Tex., and Ray Wilbur, 6-0 
and 200 lbs. from Anacortes, Wash.
Montana opens its season against South Dakota in Great Falls on Sept. 4.
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